Why Bother with Green Lawn Care?

Interesting Facts you might want to consider
Gas-Powered Lawn Maintenance Equipment

Garden equipment engines emit high levels of carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, and nitrogen oxides, producing up to 5% of the nation's air pollution and a good deal more in metropolitan areas.
One gas mower sends 87 pounds of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide and 54 pounds of other pollutants into the air every year. 

One gas mower running for an hour emits the same amount of pollutants as eight new cars driving 55 mph for the same amount of time, according to the Union of Concerned Scientists.
Over 17 million gallons of gas are spilled each year refueling lawn and garden equipment; more oil than was spilled by the Exxon Valdez.

Americans burn 800 million gallons of gas each year trimming their grassy yards, according to the EPA.

Gas-powered lawn equipment used during the hot summer months contributes to ground level ozone when it is the highest, which causes problems for asthmatics and aggravates other respiratory conditions.

(Source:  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)
If just 20% of US homeowners switched to electric mowers, 84,000 fewer tons of carbon monoxide would be emitted into the air each year, saving the average user 73% in total energy costs.   (Source: www.greenseal.org/resources/reports/CGR_carpet.pdf)

Lawn Treatment

Three million tons of fertilizers are used on lawns annually.  

If grass clippings were left on lawns, we would need 50% less fertilizer.

30 thousand tons of synthetic pesticides are used on lawns annually.

The average homeowner uses ten times more pesticides per acre than the average farmer. 

Of the 32 pesticides routinely used by a major lawn service company:

· 13% are known or suspected endocrine disrupters

· 22% are known or suspected reproductive toxins

· 41% include ingredients that are banned or restricted in other countries

· 53% include possible carcinogens

· 100% pose a threat to the environment, including water supplies, aquatic organisms, and non-targeted insects.
(Source:  Nicholas Insider, Duke University Nicholas School of the Environment

http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/thegreengrok/lawns)
Lawn Leaf collection 

The Village of Wilmette budgets over $200,000 for pickup, transportation and disposal of leaves from the Village.  If residents composted even a portion of the leaves from their yards, this cost could be significantly lower, benefiting taxpayers and increasing the amount of compost that can be used in place of fertilizers.
Composting

Compost enriches soils by encouraging the production of beneficial micro-organisms that break down organic matter, increases the nutrient content in soils, and helps soils retain moisture. 

Compost has also been shown to suppress plant diseases and pests, reduce or eliminate the need for chemical fertilizers, and promote higher yields of agricultural crops.

Composting organic materials that would ordinarily be thrown out reduces the amount of trash going to a landfill.

Using compost can reduce the need for water, fertilizers, and pesticides, and can save you money.
(Source: US Environmental Protection Agency)
