Go Green Wilmette Recognizes These Businesses

for Their Environmental Initiatives

A Green Horizon

A Green Horizon is an eco-friendly home décor and house wares store that combines environmental awareness, consumer education, and earth-friendly products to assist people in making environmentally responsible choices that benefit their families, communities, and the world.

Art and Linda’s Wildflowers
Art and Linda’s Wildflowers offers wildflower garden design, consultation, installation and stewardship services.  They focus on using plants that are native to our region and climate, which benefits wildlife and requires fewer resources to maintain.
Bearly Used

Bearly Used is a resale shop that allows clothes and household items to be reused again and again!
Breastfeeding & Parenting Solutions

Parenting Solutions is a consulting service that allows parents to conserve food resources, fuel, and energy while reducing waste and the use of plastics.

Chalet Nursery and Garden

Chalet Nursery and Garden Is a certified Illinois Green Fleet company; they recycle more than 100 tons of plastic, paper and metal each year; they compost virtually all landscape and plant waste for reuse; and they carry approximately  80 organic garden products.

Clean Air Lawn Care
Clean Air Lawn Care is a sustainable lawn care company.  They use electric equipment partially powered by solar panels mounted on their trucks.  The equipment is clean, quiet and emission free.  They also take a natural organic approach to fertilizing through a soil nutrient program.   
Encore & More
Encore & More is a resale shop with proceeds going to charity.  They bags items in multiple-use bags and re-donate inventory that doesn’t sell.
Frothingham Communications

Frothingham Communications is an advertising and creative services company that promotes green printing practices by using recycled paper and working with printers that are environmentally friendly. 

Fuel Restaurant and Cooking School
Fuel Restaurant prides itself on serving food that is “farm to table.”  Ingredients come from local sources, including bread from Heavenly Hearth Bread company just down the street! The produce they serve is organic, and the coffee is fair-trade.

Gold Medal Cleaners

In 2004, Gold Medal Cleaners became the first dry cleaner on the North Shore to completely eliminate the use of perchloroethylene ("perc").  Gold Medal uses an alternative hydrocarbon based solvent, providing excellent, safe cleaning. Gold Medal also encourages its customers to return all packaging and hangers for reuse or recycling.
Green Dream Group
Green Dream Group performs Comprehensive Home Performance Assessments to help homeowners pinpoint "opportunities for improvement" in the areas of energy, comfort and safety.  They can make a plan, build a budget, and help you connect with qualified affiliates to achieve greater home comfort at a lower monthly cost. 

GreenWise Lawn Care
GreenWise considers the ecology of the natural environment and works with nature to care for your home landscape.  They design lawn care services to enhance your property by implementing various natural elements that restore birds and butterflies to your backyard.
Higher Gear Bicycle Sales and Service
Higher Gear’s staff of experts can help you reduce your carbon footprint by finding the perfect bike and gear for your needs and budget.
I-Go Car Sharing

I-GO is a Chicago-based, non-profit car sharing program. I-GO operates a fleet of over 200 self eco-friendly vehicles located in more than 30 Chicago neighborhoods and several surrounding suburbs.   I-GO vehicles can be reserved by members on an hourly basis and have recently expanded to Wilmette, with a car at the Linden Purple line stop.  I-GO also offers a special discount for the Wilmette community.

John Millen Hardware

Millen Hardware stocks a large selection of green products and has a knowledgeable staff to help you make earth friendly choices.  They also recycle light bulbs and batteries.
Regional Transit Authority
If you want to Support a Clean Energy Future, one of the best things you can do is to get out of your car.  Walk or ride a bicycle for short trips, or take public transportation for longer ones.  The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) gets you where you’re going with three transit operators: the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) bus and rail system, Metra commuter rail, and Pace suburban bus service.  ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF THE RTA IS GILBERT FELICIANO.
Renewal in the Wilderness
Renewal in the Wilderness helps people find their life’s reset button by taking them on wilderness trips for spiritual and life renewal. Traveling by canoe or kayak, they go to places like Alaska, Utah, Crete (Greece, not IL), Lake Superior, the Boundary Waters in MN, and 3-day trips on the WI River.

Scott Simpson Builders
Scott Simpson is a builder who produces beautiful work with environmental sensitivity and conscientiousness.  Scott Simpson Builders aims to make sustainability more accessible – and attainable – for every family.
Solar Service
In Illinois, for over three decades, Solar Service has pioneered the practical use of renewable energy for homes, schools and businesses.  Twenty eight years ago, in 1982, Solar Service installed the first solar hot water system in Wilmette on a new home on Birchwood.  That system and many more in Wilmette deliver thousands of gallons of solar hot water annually.

Smart Sealed Insulation
Smart Sealed will thoroughly audit your home for energy loss top to bottom then prioritize the most cost-effective and practical treatments that will net you the most savings.  Their Energy Action Teams can insulate and weatherize your home and even help you complete the paperwork needed for tax credits and rebates.
The Northwest Passage
The Northwest Passage has been leading adventure expeditions around the world, to both poles, and in our own backyard for over 25 years. The Northwest Passage prides itself on fostering a love for the natural world and is continually making efforts to help protect it. All of their programs practice Leave No Trace Ethics and are Carbon Neutral.
Wilmette Bicycle and Sport Shop

Wilmette Bike sells and services bicycles -- one of the greenest modes of transportation.  They also do bike seminars throughout the year for scout troops and at the library as part of National Bike Month.
Women’s Time Out
Women’s Time Out provides a place away from home, work and routines where women can connect with the earth. It’s about hearing the sound of ripples on the water as your paddle slides through; noticing the tracks of turtle stretching across the sand to disappear into the river….  It’s about finding our place in the nature of things.
Village of Wilmette

The Village of Wilmette is currently replacing all street lights with compact florescent bulbs and upgrading old pumps at the water plant with more energy-efficient motors. They have upgraded to more energy efficient lighting in Village buildings and have adopted an Idle Reduction policy for Village fleet. They have committed to reducing Village greenhouse gas emissions through the U.S. Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement.  TRUSTEE MARI D. TERMAN IS ACCEPTING THIS AWARD ON BEHALF OF THE VILLAGE BOARD.
Wilmette Public Library
The Wilmette Public Library is committed to sustainable practices.  They continue to offer a “Greener Choices Series” of book discussions, film showings and seminars.  They also recently completed a building renovation that incorporated many sustainable elements.

District 39 Schools, St. Joseph School, St. Francis Xavier School, Rose Hall Montessori School, and New Trier High School 

These schools all deserve recognition for their environmental initiatives.   While there are too many environmental initiatives to chronicle here today, we would like to thank the many administrators, teachers, and parent volunteers who work together to create a vision of environmental stewardship that will continue to guide our children throughout adulthood.
