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Go Green Wilmette founder 
named Distinguished Citizen
D39 Foundation 

to present annual 

award on April 17

Megan Maginity, assistant 
editor

There are 
many people 
in the Wil-
mette commu-
nity that work 
hard, but only 
one gets rec-
ognized each 
year as the 
Distinguished Citizen of the 
Year. 

“I feel uncomfortable 
being singled out because 
so many people do great 
work,” said Beth Drucker, 
this year’s recipient of the 
2014 District 39 Educational 
Foundation’s Distinguished 
Citizen Award. “But, I get to 
do what I think is pretty im-
portant so I consider myself 
very blessed.”

Although Drucker may 
not enjoy basking in the 
Wilmette spotlight, she said 
she’s thrilled for the oppor-
tunity to talk about commu-
nity service and her contri-
butions, such as the nonprofit 
organization she founded, 
Go Green Wilmette, and the 
teaching gardens at the nine 
district schools. 

“I feel excited that the 
foundation is recognizing 
community service,” said 
Drucker, who’s lived in the 
village for 25 years. “I have 
the amazing opportunity to 
do this in our community. 
It’s given my life this won-
derful focus and variety.”

To honor Drucker, there 
will be a reception from 
6:30-9 p.m. April 17 at the 
Michigan Shores Club, 911 
Michigan Ave., Wilmette.

At the reception, attendees 
can learn about the founda-
tion, and Drucker will give a 
speech about her passion and 
the work she does on a daily 
basis, said Kim Ratkin, the 
D39 Educational Founda-
tion’s chairwoman.

“Beth, she really is an 
inspiration, based on the 
commitments she’s shown 
in the district and commu-
nity,” Ratkin said. “I think 
that the fact that she really 
gives back to both the larger 
Wilmette community and 
the school community is im-
pressive. 

“She has so much passion 
for what she does. She really 
walks the walk and talks and 
the talk; that’s what is really 
impressive.” 

Drucker will be the sev-
enth resident to receive 
the Distinguished Citizen 
Award, as the foundation 
began the process years ago 
with the intent to honor resi-
dents.

“I think a lot of times [the 
recipients] are unsung heros; 
they do whatever they do for 
their own sake,” Ratkin said. 

When it came time to in-
form Drucker that she was 
this year’s recipient, Rat-
kin got a taste of Drucker’s 
passion at Leonidas Cafe in 
Evanston on Dec. 23. 

“We all arrived in our 
separate cars and it was all 
snowy out, and all of a sud-
den I look down and Beth 
has her bike helmet with 
her,” Ratkin said laughing. 
“Shes totally pro-bike, pro-
environment.”

Drucker serves on the Wil-
mette Active Transportation 
Group, formerly the Wil-
mette Bicycle Task Force, 
which promotes bike and 
walking safety in the village.  

The group, however, is 
only one of the many things 

she does in Wilmette. 
Being the founder of Go 

Green Wilmette, Drucker 
also serves as president and 
chairs the organization’s 
annual environmental fair, 
Going Green Matters. Last 
year, she also helped es-
tablish North Shore Green 
Women and the Consortium 
of North Shore Environmen-
tal Groups. 

With funding from Dis-
trict 39 Education Founda-
tion grants, Drucker also 
designed and implemented 
the teaching gardens at all 
Wilmette schools, of which 
she truly prides herself. 

“The school garden pro-
gram is very hands-on with 
connecting kids to nature,” 
Drucker said. “I feel very 
strongly that it’s very impor-
tant.”

Even though her three 
children — Will, Emma and 
Nat — have graduated from 

District 39, she stills works 
mostly in the Highcrest 
Middle School and Wilmette 
Junior High gardens, which 
she will speak in depth about 
at the April 17 reception. 

To attend the foundation’s 
reception for Drucker’s 
award, registration is re-
quested at www.d39founda-
tion.org. 

Tickets cost $65 in ad-
vance for adults and $45 for 
students ages 18 and under. 
If tickets are still available 
for purchase, they will also 
be sold at the door before the 
April 17 reception.

All proceeds from the 
event will benefit the D39 
Educational Foundation’s 
Gripp Grants promoting ed-
ucational innovations in the 
Wilmette schools.

For more information 
about the award or event, 
call the foundation’s office 
at (847) 853-3939.
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Beth Drucker, recipient of the D39 Educational 
Foundation’s Distinguished Citizen Award, works with two 
students in a teaching garden at Highcrest Middle School 
in Wilmette. Photos submitted

POLICE REPORTS

Resident chases 
potential burglar

A homeowner came home   
and saw a man lying out-
side under one of his front 
windows in the 900 block 
of Oxford. The subject fled 
with the homeowner giv-
ing chase. When the suspect 
reached a vehicle he alleg-
edly attempted to run over 
the homeowner who was 
trying to ID the vehicle. The 
homeowner jumped out of 
the way and was unharmed.

Police soon located and 
stopped the vehicle before 
arresting Alfred Southern, 
63, of Chicago, and charging 
him with aggravated assault.

In other police news: 
Wilmette
March 18
• Officers conducting an in-
vestigation involving can-
nabis delivery observed the 
target of the investigation, 
Anthony Soballe, 26, of 
Skokie, leave his residence 
and enter a vehicle at 5:25 
p.m. March 18. The vehicle 
was stopped and the driver, 
Jack Namroud, 25, of North-
brook, was arrested for pos-
session of cannabis less than 
2.5 grams. A search warrant 
was served on Soballe’s 
residence and 580 grams 
of cannabis, manufactur-
ing/distribution equipment, 
money and a loaded hand-
gun were recovered. Soballe 
was charged with manufac-
turing/delivery of cannabis 
and possession of 500-2,000 
grams and FOID violation. 

March 16
• Dean Chung, 55, of Los 
Altos, Calif., was arrested 
for driving under the influ-
ence at 1:20 a.m. at the inter-
section of Poplar Drive and 
Linden Avenue. Chung was 

reported to be slumped over 
the steering wheel of a car. 
An officer detected a strong 
odor of alcohol and Chung 
failed field sobriety tests.

March 13
• Overnight between 10 p.m. 
March 12-11 a.m. March 13, 
a storage pod was pried open 
in the parking lot of West-
moreland Country Club, 
2601 Old Glenview Road.

 
March 12
• A Walgreens store manager 
reported two females 
subjects stole $400 in 
alcohol between 9:26-9:33 
a.m. at 3232 Lake Ave.
• At 11:20 p.m., employees 
of Jewel-Osco reported 
an unknown male subject 
was attempting to steal a 
shopping cart of liquor at 
411 Green Bay Road.

KenilWoRth
March 13
• A subject unlawfully en-
tered a residence at 9:40 a.m 
in the 500 block of Melrose 
Avenue.  

March 12
• Nicholas J. Wheeler, 26, of 
Chicago, was cited for ille-
gal possession of cannabis at 
11:30 p.m. in the 200 block 
of Sheridan Road. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Wil-
mette Beacon Police Reports 
are compiled from official 
reports found on file at the 
Wilmette and Kenilworth police 
headquarters. They are ordered 
by the date the incident was 
reported. Individuals named 
in these reports are considered 
innocent of all charges until 
proven guilty in a court of law.
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